RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

Theses on the National and Colonial Questions drawn up by Lenin
and adopted at the Second Congress, but stressed the necessity of
further development of these principles. It repeated the old Commu-
nist formula that the toiling masses of the colonies "represent a most
powerful auxiliary force of the Socialist world revolution." Active
support "in deeds" by the Soviet Union and the Comintern of the
liberation movement of dependent peoples was reaffirmed. Lenin's
original thesis admitting the possibility of skipping capitalism in
colonies, provided the revolution there is aided by the Soviet Union,
was upheld in the following words:

Furthermore, the alliance with the U.S.S.R. and with revolutionary pro-
letariat of the imperialist countries creates for the toiling masses of the
people of China, India and all other colonial and semi-colonial countries
the possibility of an independent, free, economic and cultural development,
avoiding the stage of the domination of the capitalist system or even the de-
velopment of capitalist relations in general.

Thus the epoch of imperialism, of wars and revolutions opens an epoch
in which the proletarian dictatorship arises, opens a quite new perspective
for the development of the colonial peoples. Since the analysis of contempo-
rary world economy as a whole in no way leads to the perspective of a new
prolonged period of flourishing capitalism . . . this denotes the presence of
the objective possibility of a noncapitalist path of development for the back-
ward colonies, the possibility of the "growing-over" of the bourgeois-
democratic revolution in the leading colonies into the proletarian socialist
revolution with the aid of die victorious proletarian dictatorship in the other
countries.

Part II, "The Characteristic Features of Colonial Economy and of
Imperialist Colonial Policy," contained a long and careful analysis of
economy and society in dependent areas. It paid special attention to
the pauperization of the peasantry in these countries.

Part III, "On Communist Strategy and Tactics in China, India and
Similar Colonial Countries," dealt chiefly with the transition from
the bourgeois-democratic revolution to the proletarian revolution. It
was admitted that the bourgeois-democratic revolution of a national-
ist, anti-imperialist character constituted the first and a welcome step
toward the attainment of Communist goals. The skipping of the cap-
italist epoch, envisaged in Part I, did not mean that there would be